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Did Jomon population have the similar trend of early agricultural populations ?
: Examination based on paleopathology and morphological characteristics

SASO, Aiko
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Recent studies of Archaeology and paleobotany reveals that plant management
and cultivation began in the middle Jomon period. On the other hand, it is known that in the early
agricultural populations, traces of undernutrition and stress caused by the immaturity of food
cultivation and processing techniques appear on the bones.

In this study, we investigated stress markers showing malnutrition and changes in eating habits, and
analyzed what change of physical effects were seen iIn the Jomon population, which became more
dependent on plants from the early to the final period. As a result, periostitis, which shows an
effect of infectious diseases, increased the early to the middle Jomon period, whereas the stress
marker indicating the effect of load on limb bones and undernutrition tended to decrease.
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